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in the middle east will be one of the big challenges president-elect obama will face when he takes office two 
and a half weeks from now the obamas are headed back to chicago tonight after their hawaii vacation then 
it's on to washington here's nbc's ron allen president-elect barack obama kept to his one president at a time 
position today making no public comment about gaza however candidate obama laid out positions very much 
in line with president bush last july obama even visited an israeli town now under fire from hamas if 
somebody was sending rockets into my house where my two daughters sleep at night i'm going to do 
everything in my power to stop that some in the arab world see obama's silence as complicity with israel 
israel's security is sacrosanct and recall past statements like his assertion jerusalem should remain 
undivided as troubling obama later said those words were poorly chosen obama has been tough on hamas 
opposing the palestinian elections that brought it to power there is no room at the negotiating table for 
terrorist organizations however the question now is how engaged can obama be when he takes office facing 
an unrelenting economic crisis certainly america's biggest concern aaron david miller is a former middle east 
negotiator president he's the fix america's broken house president he's going to have to involve himself 
consequentially in foreign policy but that is not going to be his first and overriding priority obama has 
contrasted his position to that of the bush administration promising the arab-israeli conflict will be a more 
urgent diplomatic priority for him the key word diplomacy in terms of style obama has promised a much more 
hands-on approach how much the president personally will want to get involved and in what way he should 
get involved will also depend a lot on the state of play in the region right now with the white house in 
transition it appears to be getting tougher for america to have much impact at all i think we're faring very 
poorly even before gaza we were not 
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very poorly even before gaza we were not neither admired respected or feared in this region as much as we 
need to be given it's critical importance the expectation is that the new secretary of state hillary clinton may 
be thrust into a major role very soon there's also been talk of a special envoy possibly for the region lester 
ron the president-elect is a very full plate as you know the middle east not the only trouble spot he's got to 
deal with the afghanistan today at least 20 afghan police officers killed in an ambush by taliban militants how 
violent and deadly has afghanistan become extremely very very deadly one reason that obama plans to send 
up to 30 000 additional u.s troops to afghanistan that would essentially double the american presence there 
the taliban now controls big sections of the country and 2008 was the deadly fresh off vacation president- 
elect barack obama is now back in chicago but only long enough to repack his bags this weekend the 
incoming first family will head to their temporary home a washington hotel with a rich history nbc's tom 
costello was at the hay adams hotel this evening with a look at what's in store for the incoming first family 
tom good evening hi lester this is really a dc landmark the hey adams and let me show you how close we are 
to the white house you literally walk down the sidewalk here you walk across the crosswalk you go right into 


lafayette park and that empties right into the gates of the white house as for the hay adams tonight the rooms 
are going for 565 to 32 hundred dollars it's going to be a lot more expensive during the inauguration private 
donors are paying for their obama stay so that the kids can start school on monday after spending 10 days in 
the hawaiian sun the obama family returned to a cold chicago just after midnight as of sunday their new 
temporary home will be here at washington's exclusive hay adams hotel just across lafayette square from the 
white house and for nearly 100 years the place for the who's who in d.c this is a case of location location 
location no other hotel in washington has anything 
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other hotel in washington has anything like it 124 rooms 21 suites italian linen marble bathrooms views of the 
white house lafayette park and st john's church and a five-star menu including pancakes and hamburgers for 
the kids over the past 80 years the hay adams has played host to charles lindbergh amelia earhart princess 
and politicians from around the world this is a hotel that is used to dealing with presidents and heads of state 
i am sure that they will take the obamas in stride the obamas are moving to town early so the daughters 
sasha and malia can start school monday at the prestigious sidwell friends school in washington the same 
school attended by chelsea clinton in the 90s and vice president-elect biden's grandchildren today ensuring 
they get to and from school safely will be the job of the secret service children are not off limits there are 
people who would do harm to this president there are people who would do harm to this country and based 
on their actions and what we see in the world today these children are not off limits and while it's unusual for 
a president-elect to take up temporary residence two weeks before inauguration the white house today 
insisted president bush is fine with his new temporary neighbor president bush uniquely understands the role 
and the job that president-elect obama is about to take in i think 18 days and understands that he needs to 
put a team together and work on you know for the future of the united states news with brian williams good 
evening the president-elect has arrived in washington where the obama family is living in a hotel that 
overlooks their new home his daughter started at their new school today while their dad spent his first work 
day in washington laying the groundwork for the administration that will begin the moment he places his hand 
on the bible and takes the oath of office but as the president-elect made clear again today the number one 
job number one issue is a u.s economy in very serious and 
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is a u.s economy in very serious and worsening condition and the herculean effort required to fix it we begin 
here tonight with our chief white house correspondent chuck todd chuck good evening good evening brian 
back from vacation and like the rest of us the president-elect dealing with an overflowing inbox with priority 
being given to all things the economy everybody in here obama spent his first full day in washington since his 
election pitching his stimulus plan we've got to act boldly and we've got to act swiftly today he was selling his 
stimulus package to congress in a whirlwind series of meetings with key congressional leaders on both sides 
of the eye the congress is going to be a more difficult puzzle because of the legislative coalitions that he has 
to build because of the dynamics that he's trying to set into place well today was all about getting 
congressional leaders on board obama will take his campaign directly to the public with a speech on 
thursday outlining why a massive stimulus package which may cost close to a trillion dollars is urgently 
needed it's clear that we have to act and we have to act now to address this crisis and break the momentum 
of the recession the president-elect hopes to avoid ramming the program through congress on a party line 
vote he reached out to congressional republicans today detailing the part of his plan that includes some 300 
billion dollars in tax cuts obama hopes this olive branch will attract more than just token support from 
republicans the way to do that is obviously for it to have elements that are appealing to republicans and there 
for there to be republican participation he understands that while obama's closest advisers are urging him to 
stay focused on the economy the president-elect has other pressing matters including putting together the 
rest of his administration it was my idea to withdraw today new mexico governor bill richardson who withdrew 
his name as commerce secretary because of an investigation into allegations of corruption publicly 
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allegations of corruption publicly denied any wrongdoing he has hired a criminal defense lawyer while a new 
commerce secretary may be days away obama made progress on the national security front former clinton 
white house chief of staff leon panetta is obama's choice to head the cia the intelligence team including 
director of national intelligence dennis blair which is now the top intel job will be formally rolled out later this 
week now brian the panetta pick is not sitting well with some key senate democrats dianne feinstein the 
incoming senate intelligence committee chairman and jay rockefeller the outgoing both not consulted about 
the panetta pick not happy about it they want a career cia a career intelligence person in charge of the cia 
not some outsider they don't think this is going to good evening and before we begin tonight we wanted to 
start by showing you a picture that shows one of the great things about this country one aspect of that 
peaceful transfer of power we talk about today in the oval office the big five all of this nation's living 
presidents future current and past we'll have more on this gathering a little later but one of those five men 
barack obama will take over of course during one of the most challenging times in the modern history of the 
united states he made clear again today the numbers are worsening on the economy the task is getting more 
serious that's where we'll begin tonight with our chief white house correspondent chuck todd at the white 
house chuck good evening good evening brian you know it's becoming a cliche to say that the problems 
obama is inheriting inheriting are among the worst ever but i'll tell you the realities of the situation on the 
economy hit home hard today as obama took the podium he was greeted by the dire news that before he 
spends one dollar to stimulate the economy he'll be adding to a deficit that is now 13 digits long just today 
the congressional budget office announced that the deficit we are 
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office announced that the deficit we are inheriting from this budget year will be 1.2 trillion dollars in the face 
of this sobering news about the nation's checkbook taking a page from the business world obama 
announced the creation of a new post chief performance officer thank you a symbolic attempt to reassure 
taxpayers and deficit hawks that any new money is being spent wisely and efficiently in order to restore 
confidence in our economy we must restore the american people's confidence in their government tomorrow 
obama gives what aids are calling a major economic address it's another attempt to say times are bad and 
we're going to have to spend a lot more money we don't have to fix it oddly enough while making an effort to 
show the country he'll be mindful of its money he also asserted that deficits are here to stay for a while even 
after our economy pulls out of its slide trillion dollar deficits will be a reality for years to come while going full 
throttle on dealing with the economy before he takes the oath of office the president-elect once again refused 
to engage publicly on the conflict in gaza citing quote institutional constraints in other words he's not 
president yet he did concede that the situation in the middle east has hit critical mass and will be at the top of 
what is now a very crowded foreign policy agenda i'm doing everything that we have to do to make sure that 
the day that i take office we are prepared to engage immediately in uh trying to deal with the situation there 
brian you know it was exactly one year ago this week that barack obama got a tough lesson in the aspect of 
managing expectations he had just won iowa he thought he was going to glide to the nomination well he lost 
new hampshire and he learned a valuable lesson about expectation one that he's trying to apply going 
forward with the american public when it comes to the economy and it's clear the real work about to begin 
chuck todd at the white house to start us off 
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todd at the white house to start us off tonight chuck thanks and after that lunch today at the white house the 
president-elect sat down with john harwood of cnbc in the new york times we have a portion of the 
conversation tonight the two men talked about the massive package of spending on the way to help this 
economy and the people who will surround obama when he comes to office we've seen ranges from 800 to 
1.3 trillion and our attitude was that given the legislative process if we start towards the low end of that we'll 
see how it develops we are concerned it's going to get bigger well we don't know yet but what we are 
concerned about is making sure that the money is spent wisely a lot of parallels have been uh offered 
between yourself and john f kennedy who also made history came in with a young attractive family had a lot 
of big harvard brains around him as he uh began his administration we all learned during the 1960s that the 


best and the brightest don't always have it figured out right you've got to watch out for those harvard guests 
they'll they'll get you every time how confident are you that your plan is going to work and how do you avoid 
the dangers of being too cocky well i think that uh the approach that we've taken is not just to talk to the 
usual suspects but talk to people that traditionally don't agree with me and when you've got ronald reagan's 
former economic advisors or john mccain's former economic advisors or george bush's former economic 
advisors giving you similar advice to what advisors to bill clinton or jimmy carter are giving you then you have 
a sense that across the political spectrum there's some consensus the president-elect with john harwood 
from earlier today the interview will air in its entirety tonight a special edition of until today when the votes of 
the presidential electors were certified and the result was applauded in a joint session in the coming days 
here in washington 
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in the coming days here in washington there will be moments like that the ceremony and majesty and pomp 
that accompanies a change in administration and there will be days like today when the president-elect has 
to talk to the nation about just how dire the financial circumstances are that's where we begin again tonight 
across town with our chief white house correspondent chuck todd chuck good evening good evening brian 
this speech was about making the case for urgent action in fact the president-elect took the extraordinary 
step of giving a nationally televised address even before he takes office barack obama with 12 days left until 
the inauguration the president-elect made the case that immediate action is needed on his plan to stimulate 
the nation's troubled economy there are the years that come along once in a generation the kind that mark a 
clean break from a troubled past and set a new course for our nation this is one of those years while short on 
specifics barack obama said that congress needs to act fast for every day we wait or point fingers or drag our 
feet more americans will lose their jobs house speaker nancy pelosi is promising to cancel congress's first 
vacation of the year if this bill isn't on the president's desk by february 16th we can't go home without an 
economic recovery package among the details obama left out on his address a price tag behind the scenes 
aides have acknowledged it could cost 800 billion dollars and congress could raise it to over a trillion dollars 
the consequences of doing too little or nothing at all for that will lead to an even greater deficit of jobs 
incomes and confidence in our economy obama's top priorities include doubling alternative energy 
production in three years computerizing all medical records in five years and expanding high-speed internet 
access to rural america one thing obama made crystal clear today the era of government activism 


00:16:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=n3SxzKKNHZ8&t=960s 





the era of government activism is back only government can provide the short-term boost necessary to lift us 
from a recession this deep and severe and that might not sit well with republicans whom obama is hoping to 
woo with his calls for increased tax cuts we can't buy prosperity with more and more government spending 
obama's also fighting bailout fatigue with the public and the congress where some members feel they have 
been rushed into throwing good money after bad our government has already spent a good deal of money 
but we haven't yet seen that translate into more jobs or higher incomes or renewed confidence in our 
economy and brian one other thing we learned today is the importance of oratory to barack obama and how 
he sells his plans just like during the campaign speeches are going to be an important tool when he sells 
policies and one other transition note tomorrow barack obama will officially introduce his intelligence team 
leon panetta at cia and dennis blair as director of national intelligence okay chucked out on the north lawn of 
the white house chuck thanks and from what we turn to the politics of the fix barack obama's come to 
washington with specific big ideas for how he wants to do it when he wants it but what will he get in the end 
from congress will they go along with all he's asking that's where chuck todd comes in he's on duty at the 
white house for us tonight chuck good evening good evening brian well the president-elect did not let that 
dismal news on the jobs front go by without making yet another pitch for his economic plan and to ratchet up 
pressure on congress to act fast before unveiling the final members of his national security team the 
president-elect made an urgent plea for quick passage of his economic plan in light of those bad 


unemployment numbers clearly the situation is dire it is deteriorating and it demands urgent and immediate 
action mr obama took on growing criticism from capitol hill much of which is coming from democrats about 
his stimulus plan 
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about his stimulus plan look there are some people who have said that it's not big enough there are others 
who say it's too big clearly prepared to engage congress mr obama was animated in defending the 
framework of the proposal just show me if you can show me that something's going to work i will welcome it 
if it works better than something i proposed i'll welcome it in his first full week in washington as the president- 
elect mr obama has gotten a reminder of just how sharp elbows can be in congress even from members of 
his own party we're there not to just give each other hugs and congratulate each other we're there to take a 
look at where are some areas where we think this can be more effective the president-elect again publicly 
avoided saying how much his plan is going to cost but his aides say the current estimate is 800 billion and he 
signaled he was willing to let that number climb even higher you know our expectation is is that we will 
continue to hone and refine our package over the next several weeks the incoming white house must also 
tackle an inherited problem managing the 700 billion financial bailout congress hastily passed last year this 
democratic congress is not yet ready to hand the obama administration the remaining 350 billion dollars 
without a lot more checks and balances in this case we are reaganites we intend to trust but verify and we're 
going to verify in advance we're going to put some requirements in there and brian you know the cliche that 
sometimes the presidency is a permanent campaign well the obama transition is doing just that they have 
done polling to try to figure out how best to sell this stimulus plan to the public and some special interest 
groups have already raised millions to prepare a paid advertising campaign to pressure congress to get this 
thing passed and so it begins chuck todd on the white house lawn on a friday night chuck thanks and now we 
move to that presidential inauguration just 11 days away now and what washington journalists call the 
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and what washington journalists call the elephant in the room in the nation's capital barack obama's security 
our justice correspondent pete williams has just interviewed the homeland security secretary michael chertoff 
about all the measures being taken to protect the new president pete good evening bryan secretary sherdoff 
just told me that as of tonight there are no known credible threats to disrupt the inaugural ceremonies he 
says what worries officials most is the prospect of someone acting alone and he acknowledged a concern of 
those in charge of security well the the hardest thing to detect is the individual who's disturbed or has an axe 
to grind or maybe he's a racist who wants to carry out an individual act of violence whether it's a homemade 
bomb or a gun you're going to have millions of people potentially in in and around the area it's impossible to 
guarantee that no one in the city of washington is going to have bad intent or have a weapon of some kind 
that huge expected crowd will also bring a big turnout of police more than double the usual number but 
chernoff and the secret service say as for the swearing-in and the inaugural parade security will be about at 
the maximum the level it was four years ago at the first post 911 inaugural and one other note secretary 
cherdoff told me he will actually stay on duty well beyond the swearing-in of the new president until the next 
morning to assure continuity of leadership good evening as washington readies for his inauguration just nine 
days from now barack obama is readying himself for his first major showdown with congress before the last 
of the ballrooms is emptied and the parade stands dismantled the new president will be confronted with how 
to quickly line up support on both sides of the aisle for his economic stimulus plan and tonight as those battle 
lines are being formed so too are the plans for mr obama swearing in nbc white house correspondent john 
yang is covering it all for us tonight john good evening good evening lester as you say january 20th is more 
than a week away but today 
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20th is more than a week away but today here in washington it was beginning to look and sound a lot like 
inauguration day at the capitol today excitement was building with a dress rehearsal for the big day now just 
nine days away using army stand-ins but the real president-elect was trying to lower americans expectations 
for a quick economic turnaround asking them to sacrifice in the name of the greater good barack obama was 
interviewed on abc news everybody is going to have to give everybody is going to have to have some skin in 
the game top obama economic adviser larry summers was busy too going to capitol hill to meet with senate 
democrats sitting in a rare sunday session about the economic stimulus package the lawmakers had 
complained that the plan had too many tax cuts they've not only listened but they've heard and that they are 
acting to respond to the concerns that have been raised but republicans warn against taking the tax cuts out 
it needs to have substantial tax relief for american families and small businesses if there's any hope of 
getting house republicans to support the package it could be an early test of obama's relations with congress 
he's trying to rise above the idea that he is solely governing from the left of the spectrum and he is sending 
that signal loud and clear to both democrats and republicans at the same time the obamas are managing the 
family transition to a new hometown saturday they took daughters malia and sasha for a nighttime tour of the 
lincoln memorial i think they want to show them the city and so that they have a sense of where they're living 
and that they're not growing up isolated in the white house obama said they're adjusting well folks think i'm 
cool they are they are a lot cooler than i am this weekend obama was getting his own sense of washington 
he made an unannounced visit for lunch at a local institution in an inner city neighborhood with little 
connection to official government washington this is a person this is a family that more people in the 
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this is a family that more people in the country can relate across the city of washington today a lot of people 
said they felt a kind of power shift with a week to go in the bush presidency barack obama took further 
moves of his own on the economy he made it clear he wants the rest of that 700 billion dollar bailout 
package approved by congress last month and this morning he called the president and told him so also at 
the white house tonight in that very briefing room our own savannah guthrie savannah good evening to you 
well good evening to you brian 10 minutes after president bush left this podium he got the call from 
president-elect obama because he is not president yet he had to call bush to formally request that money 
from congress and by acting before he even takes office it's clear he feels there's not a moment to waste 
today advisers said the need for this bailout money is imminent and urgent at a meeting with mexico's 
president in washington the president-elect made the case for getting access to the bailout money now it is 
clear that the financial system although improved from where it was in september is still fragile obama now 
must convince congress the second 350 billion dollars will not be spent like the first those favoring a vote by 
the yeas and nays will rise lawmakers passed the 700 billion dollar rescue plan last fall to avert a meltdown 
in the financial system the first half of the money went mostly to big wall street banks with little government 
tracking of how they spent it i think many of us have been disappointed with the absence of clarity the lack of 
transparency after getting that strong message on capitol hill yesterday obama economic adviser lawrence 
summers today sent a letter to leaders of both parties assuring them the next 350 billion would be spent on 
small businesses and community banks provide foreclosure relief and the funds more closely tracked but 
house republicans are already moving 
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but house republicans are already moving to block the money saying it's not needed the risks to the banking 
system that we were trying to address with the with the bailout bill i think have been addressed even 
democrats are taking no chances still going forward with legislation to put even more stringent conditions on 
the money well many congressional to politics now hillary clinton has gone from barack obama's chief rival 
for the nomination to a member of the obama team but she must be confirmed by the u.s senate before she 
can serve as his secretary of state that process started today and as nbc andrea mitchell and nbc's andrea 
mitchell reports it was an interesting day on the hill andrea's at the state department for us tonight andrea 
good evening good evening brian interesting that is a good word hillary clinton had no problem displaying her 
mastery of foreign policy but she did have a tougher time dealing with an issue closer to home potential 


conflicts of interest because of her husband's global fundraising for his charitable fundraising foundations her 
hearing was jam-packed with foreign ambassadors and senators who had also once hoped to become 
president vice president or secretary of state daughter chelsea clinton was there but hillary clinton's star was 
somewhat shadowed by her husband the former president richard luger the committee's senior member said 
bill clinton's charity should simply stop taking foreign donations while she is secretary of state the bottom line 
is that even well-intentioned foreign donations carry risks for united states foreign policy this was was bound 
to be a dilemma from the moment that the president elect to ask you to become secretary of state i hasten to 
say that my uh career in public service is hardly free of conflict senator so i have no illusions about the fact 
that no matter what we do there will be those who will raise uh conflict the senators didn't question her 
husband's good works only the possibility of 
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possibility of undue foreign influence on the new secretary of state that's because the clintons won't disclose 
foreign individuals who donate only countries and only those governments that have increased materially 
their contributions too many loopholes say some senators this poses a lot of real and perceived conflict 
issues Clinton's overall message today diplomacy what she calls smart power is back we cannot give up on 
peace the president-elect and i understand and are deeply sympathetic to israel's desire to defend itself 
however we have also been reminded of the tragic humanitarian costs of conflict in the middle east as for 
iran in the campaign clinton called obama's willingness to engage iran naive now she speaks for the 
president-elect we are not taking any option off the table at all but we will pursue a a new perhaps different 
approach uh that will become uh a cornerstone of what the obama administration believes is an attitude 
toward engagement that might bear fruit clinton signals more flexibility toward cuba and perhaps north korea 
but not on her husband's fundraising still the committee said that they will vote thursday and are expected to 
overwhelmingly support her as secretary of state brian andrea mitchell at the state department for us tonight 
andrea thanks today it looked for all the world as if the obama campaign for president had never ended he 
was campaigning today but this time for an economic stimulus package he says he is vital even though 
republicans some of them are skeptical the president-elect is in philadelphia tonight he leaves tomorrow by 
train for washington nbc news white house correspondent savannah guthrie is with us from 30th street 
station in philly savannah good evening good evening to you brian this is where the road to the inauguration 
will officially begin tomorrow he'll leave by train make several stops along the way 
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train make several stops along the way and end up in washington tomorrow night but as you said he took his 
show on the road today visiting a manufacturing plant in cleveland near cleveland ohio to sell this big 
economic recovery plan he's trying to build support out in the country because this may be a tough sell in 
congress obama has said he wants this plan to pass with bipartisan support but republicans are very 
skeptical they think it's too big too much spending on the wrong things things that won't really stimulate the 
economy and not enough tax relief but obama today again hit on that theme of urgency saying if we don't act 
now this recession could linger for years i think we're going to see more of these campaign stuff we begin 
with barack obama's final stops on the way to the white house as we come on the air tonight the president- 
elect's train is pulling into union station in washington chief white house correspondent chuck todd has been 
on board the obama train he's in baltimore now with more hello chuck good evening lester well battling frigid 
temperatures today some 50 000 people saw barack obama off during this three city tour that began in 
philadelphia it's all part of a three-day inaugural countdown of sorts to inauguration day itself in a vintage 
railroad car president-elect barack obama rolled out of philadelphia today embarking on a whistle-stop train 
tour full of symbolism in a send-off at philadelphia's historic 30th street station obama previewed what could 
be some of the themes he'll deliver in tuesday's inaugural address only a handful of times in our history has a 
generation been confronted with challenges so vast an economy that's faltering two wars one that needs to 
be ended responsibly one that needs to be waged wisely and he invoked the founding fathers what's 
required is a new declaration of independence not just in our nation but in our own 
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not just in our nation but in our own lives obama accompanied by his wife michelle and his daughters malia 
and sasha were all smiles as they boarded their georgia 300 caboose for their day-long trek to the nation's 
capital okay yeah don't fall through that would really mess up our whole inauguration also in the 10 car train 
a slew of invited guests campaign supporters and voters he met on his two-year journey to the presidency 
today's 137-mile journey from philadelphia to washington was full of symbolism embracing this moment in 
history president-elect obama took a page from lincoln trying to rally a nation economically on the men rolling 
past thousands of frigid onlookers who line the tracks in tiny claymont delaware and on to wilmington where 
he picked up his running mate joe biden amtrak's number one commuter vice president-elect joe biden the 
incoming vice president attempted to warm up a crowd of well-wishers sometimes just sometimes it's hard to 
believe that we'll see the spring again but i tell you spring is on the way the president-elect struck a different 
tone from his earlier speech sounding like candidate obama and we will fight for you every single day that 
we're in washington because joe and i are committed to leading a government that is accountable it was also 
a momentous day for michelle obama who was serenaded by the crowd in celebration of her 45th birthday 
[Applause] and in baltimore the biggest crowd of the day greeted the incoming president yours are the voices 
i'll carry with me every day in the white house a significant political development today actually barack 
obama finally made a decision about what to do with that 13 million strong email list there had been a debate 
about whether to hand it over to the democratic national committee officially or not it looks like they are 
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officially or not it looks like they are going to do that which is a big development for anybody running for office 
as a democrat they now are going to be able to get their hands on those obama supporters lester all right 
chuck todd chuck thanks much from that train car the president-elect had a sweeping view of the deep 
reservoir of goodwill among many americans that he will carry into the white house on tuesday nbc's rehema 
ellis on the crowds at line mr obama's trip to washington they came from near and far to watch a train pass 
by families young and old some had waited for hours he came through here so that people could like us 
could see him in the middle class and know he's there and he's there for us winette milliner came with four 
generations of family i'm from philadelphia looking forward to my 80th birthday in june and this has been so 
great to celebrate this occasion and i believe he represents what we what we want for our families for our 
home for our country all along the tracks people braved the bitter cold for a glimpse of the next president 
carrying a message of hope hello delaware in wilmington delaware the raglan family brought their children for 
a real life lesson about their nation this is literally history being made and i want my children to see this you 
know they can be anything it was amazing i was like wow i'm actually here looking at the president of the 
president-elect it was very cool while in the crowd a recent arrival to the united states looks to the future i 
have a child a small child he's 18 months and i believe one day when he's going to go to school i will be able 
to say mommy was there there to witness and celebrate what many thought they would never see rehema 
ellis nbc news wilmington delaware finally tonight a trip steeped in presidential history barack obama's train 
ride to washington brings back a storied tradition 
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storied tradition rail journeys have marked important moments for the nation's chief executives both 
celebrations and memorials here's nbc's tom costello we're looking forward to our run when barack obama 
boarded his inauguration train today he stepped into a presidential tradition that is rich with symbolism made 
famous by illinois's original favorite son in 1861 with the nation on the brink of civil war abraham lincoln 
began a 13-day eight-state journey from his home in springfield to his inauguration in washington once in 
baltimore his security detail learned of an assassination plot and forced a last-minute change the threats 
were apparently so great that lincoln actually entered washington dc in disguise it was that serious five years 
later lincoln's funeral procession would follow the same route home to springfield for nearly 200 years the 
nation's rails have carried its candidates and presidents from coast to coast through the heartland to and 
from d.c it's almost impossible to think of presidential history without thinking of trains 80 years after lincoln 


died americans again lined the tracks as fdr's casket returned to washington from warm springs georgia a 
collective funeral for the man who'd led the country through the great depression and world war ii and three 
years later harry truman launched his whistle stop campaign on board his ferdinand magellan you know 
harry truman once said that there was nothing like standing on the back of a train and getting to know the 
american people from that vantage point he said if we ever lose that it'll be bad for the president it will be bad 
for the country today another chapter in a history interwoven between america's railroads and its presidents 
tom costello nbc news baltimore washington where in less than 48 hours america will be formally introduced 
to its new president good evening everyone from capitol hill where as we kick off this inauguration week we 
witness what could be described 
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witness what could be described as the beginnings of an emotional transfer of power a massive crowd 
turned out of a national mall today to celebrate and welcome barack obama and his family here we have full 
coverage of this day of celebration deep reflection and raw politics nbc's john yang starts us off john good 
evening good evening lester two days until barack obama takes the oath of office as the 44th president of the 
united states but all the ceremony and pageantry began today in a setting full of history and imagery the man 
about to become the nation's first black president seemed to offer a preview of his inaugural address despite 
the enormity of the task that lies ahead i stand here today as hopeful as ever that the united states of 
america will endure that it will prevail that the dream of our founders will live on in our time barack obama 
was at the lincoln memorial standing at the very spot where martin luther king jr made his stirring call for 
racial justice when the president-elect was just two years old directly in front of us is a pool that still reflects 
the dream of a king and the glory of a people who marched and bled so that their children might be judged 
by their character's content and behind me watching over the union he saved sits the man who in so many 
ways made this day possible this morning obama who pledged to bring troops home from iraq honored the 
nation's fallen warriors laying a wreath at the tomb of the unknowns later the family attended services at a 
historic d.c black baptist church greeted by residents of the affluent neighborhood who lined the streets in the 
sermon the pastor told the president-elect god had prepared him for this moment as thousands of people 
pour into washington for the festivities polls 
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washington for the festivities polls reflect both the nation's confidence that obama can turn the battered 
economy around and an understanding that it could take a while a message he underscored again today will 
take more than a month or a year and it will likely take many along the way there will be setbacks and false 
starts and days that test our resolve as a nation today's concert at the lincoln memorial kicked off three days 
of pageantry and celebration both official and spontaneous the final leg of obama's two-year journey to the 
white house was made by train a symbolic 137-mile trip retracing abraham lincoln's route in 1861. along the 
way obama and his wife joked about the speech on tuesday and about managing expectations i think 
barack's speech is going to be really good no that's not what you're supposed to say in front of the press i'm 
just supposed to say it'll be all right oh it's all right obama cleared his schedule last weekend to write his 
inaugural address aides say he's relieved to have it on paper and ready to deliver lester john yang thanks 
very much our plane coming here today was filled with people making the trip to witness barack obama take 
his place in american history by car bus train and plane americans from all walks of life are coming here 
because in many cases they can't imagine not being here nbc's rema ellis spent the day amidst the crowd 
and joins us from the national mall rahima good evening to you good evening lester it was a dazzling start to 
the official inaugural celebrations here in washington witnessed by a giant audience [Music] for the tens of 
thousands who crowded 
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for the tens of thousands who crowded the mall today the celebrations have begun in a big way [Music] in 
fact everything about today and the upcoming inauguration looks big a sea of americans braved the 
temperatures just above freezing enormous lines and heavy security to stand shoulder to shoulder in front of 
the lincoln memorial thousands of police and security on rooftops horseback and on foot kept watch and the 
historic nature of these events could be seen and heard we cannot escape history that is what abraham 
lincoln said sabrina francis from new york said she wasn't here for herself my father's 75 honestly in 575 and 
when he heard that you know obama became president he never thought it would happen because he grew 
up in louisiana and experienced a lot of you know racism the same for bernard middleton it's just huge i 
mean i'm sure martin luther is looking down smiling you know he he saw the dream he had the dream that 
one day we'd have an equal nation we're here in a moment in history that can never be repeated [Music] 
brian williams caught up with bono and his band members last night and asked how he thinks the world is 
viewing these events when this man swears in on lincoln's bible he proves that america exists it's it's an 
astonishing thing because in a way people had ruled out america they counted you out they think oh yeah 
america's just for america it's a it strangely changes everything especially for people like chuck smith of 
virginia who dared to dream i was around doing martin luther king at this very same place years ago and 
[Music] the dream has come through considering how many people came here to 
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considering how many people came here to the lincoln memorial for the concert it's easy to understand why 
some estimate at least a million people will line the streets of washington on tuesday when barack obama 
takes the oath of office about two miles from here down where you are lester at the capitol rahim ellis tonight 
thanks so much and for more on the inauguration and what lies ahead for barack obama nbc chief white 
house correspondent and political director chuck todd joins us chuck good to see you here today i think 
borderline's euphoria and we'll probably see more of it in the in the days to come newsweek has a poll out 
finds two-thirds of americans optimistic that barack obama will turn this country in a right direction does that 
say more about us than it does him well it says a lot about the desperation of these times you have a public 
that feels as economically pinched as they ever have in their lifetimes it's multiple generations are feeling it 
not just young folks it's the baby boomers it's older folks everybody's feeling it and that sense of desperation 
is adding to obama's opportunity oddly enough he is getting patients from the public in the same surveys you 
find a public that says we know this recession is going to be a year two maybe three years long you've got 
time but you know don't sit around go and try to get something but at the same time if you listen to his 
speeches including the one today there's a sense that he recognizes that americans patient wears thin at 
some point he said it again today there will be false starts there will be missteps it did take a year or more he 
and he says that in almost every speech well you know we're an add nation sometimes i mean just look at 
you know 500 channels television we want you know we click we change we don't want to do these things 
we don't want commercials so that is what he's up against and that is it has been a a consistent campaign 
frankly since he got elected to say what he just said today which is this is going to take a long time this is 
going to take longer he is afraid he doesn't want to be judged on 100 days if we're judging him at 100 days 
he's already lost he's already had a bad first term for judging him after six months and and making decisive 
statements about his presidency he's already had a bad 
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his presidency he's already had a bad first term he needs that full first year if you're a republican leadership 
and you're watching the train ride yesterday you're watching the crowd today and witnessing what will 
happen in the next two days where does that leave you it leaves you doing things like not challenging this uh 
tim geithner issue the treasury secretary designate who you know has some tax issues under normal political 
circumstances the geithner nomination might be dead he might have to pull out not in these times uh not at a 
moment where the republican party feels as if you know they they had a bad election they know that this 
president's very popular this incoming president is going to be very popular so they're not going to challenge 
him on petty politics because that'll just make things worse we're back from washington tonight the finishing 
touches are being put on everything inaugural that includes the inaugural address barack obama will take the 


oath of office using the same bible that lincoln used and as he told cnbc chief washington correspondent john 
harwood lincoln is just one of the presidents he's looking to for inspiration ask not what your country can do 
for you ask what you can do for your country some liken obama's mandate for change to that of ronald 
reagan in 1981 another moment of security fears and high economic anxiety in this present crisis 
government is not the solution to our problem government is the problem that i will faithfully execute but just 
like franklin roosevelt obama sees the solution as precisely the opposite strong government action and like 
fdr he must both reassure and rally the american people if you look at fdr's first speech the 
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if you look at fdr's first speech the line that's remembered the only thing we have to fear is fear itself actually 
the bulk of the speech centered around the need to act and act now our greatest primary task is to put 
people to work my job both in the inauguration speech in the months to come is simply to explain as honestly 
and truthfully as possible what the circumstances are what the the best ideas are out there in terms of 
meeting those challenges if i do that i feel confident that we'll come together to solve these problems and 
what makes obama so fascinating is that his story and message contain echoes of all three of those 
extraordinary leaders kennedy reagan roosevelt not to mention the unifying themes of abraham lincoln of 
illinois lester any insight as to what he will say over and over in the campaign lester barack obama told us 
that he was running because of what martin luther king once called the fierce urgency of now that urgency 
has gotten greater because of the economic mess that we're in so his task on tuesday and beyond is to 
manage public expectations about what he can accomplish and how fast to strike the balance between 
realism and optimism one top advisor told me tonight the speech would last about 17 minutes and it would 
be both sober and hopeful will he borrow words and themes from previous speeches i'm told that this speech 
is going to be all obama that he wrote it himself he's not trying to though there are obvious parallels with 
those other leaders he's not going to borrow their phraseology he used the phrase better angels the other 
day which comes out of lincoln's first inaugural final trip on marine one the presidential helicopter as 
commander-in-chief returning from his last presidential weekend at camp david a retreat he's visited 149 
times during his two terms with cameras following every public move no one in the nation is more visible than 
the president and one of the things americans can't fail to notice is just how much presidents seem to age 
while in office here's nbc's mike your right taibi and repeat after me eight years is a long time 
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eight years is a long time but it's plain to see that eight years of the presidency have etched themselves into 
the face of the man who is always on camera now president george w bush jokes about aging on the job 
remind me of the three points here because i'm getting i'm getting a little older and he's talked frankly about 
the burdens of the office you never escape the presidency it travels with you everywhere you go now after 
everywhere the job has taken him george bush wears every bit after 62 years and maybe more of course 
everyone ages reporters too but while getting older certainly beats the alternative there's anecdotal intuitive 
and some say scientific evidence that presidents age faster a study of the medical charts of presidents from 
teddy roosevelt to the current white house occupant led one expert to conclude that presidents aged twice as 
fast as the rest of us so if they're in office eight years the president ages 16 years they're in four years they 
age eight years iran as a nation look at jimmy carter after four years worn down by the iran hostage crisis 
nixon ravaged by watergate a haggard post impeachment bill clinton at the end of his second term it's 
amazing to remember this people would talk about the young boy who was coming from arkansas you sure 
wouldn't have said that eight years later and as a new lincoln exhibit in washington's national portrait gallery 
shows no president was battered more by crisis than one who said of the raging civil war this war is eating 
my life out and what are the youthful obama the buff no body fat gym rat incoming president once he's at the 
desk where the buck stops says newsweek writer julia reed the clock ticks louder and faster it's like dog 
years all of a sudden you sort of accelerate the process history suggests presidential spouses fare better in 
their white house years good news for michelle obama the first ladies start looking sort of more relaxed 
younger they're sophisticated fashionable and the men are sort of they look like they've just been through the 
wringer 
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they've just been through the wringer in fact if you look closely even the vigorous obama is already a touch 
grayer on top he was at the start of his presidential journey mike tybee nbc news new york calling on all 
americans to get involved tonight americans are converging on washington to witness the transfer of 
presidential power nightly news begins now this is nbc nightly news with brian williams reporting tonight from 
washington [Music] good evening tomorrow right behind us here at 12 noon eastern time america enters a 
new era a new president our 44th will take the oath of office and promises to take this nation in a new 
direction and because of the history his election represents washington d.c is tonight packed with visitors 
choked with security and positively buzzing with excitement by this time tomorrow barack obama of illinois 
will be president of the united states as we prepare for tomorrow's all-day coverage a preview tonight to start 
us off from our chief white house correspondent chuck todd across town chuck good evening good evening 
brian well as the anticipation builds for this historic transition of power barack obama is putting the final 
touches on his first address to the nation as president steeped in symbolism this 15 to 20 minutes speech 
will have a familiar ring the four day long inaugural celebration continued today as barack and michelle 
obama commemorated martin luther king jr's birthday with a national day of service we remember not just a 
dreamer but a doer remembering dr king today was an important reminder going into tomorrow's historical 
swearing-in of the nation's first african-american president i am not going to make a long speech i've got to 
save all my best lines for tomorrow 
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best lines for tomorrow tomorrow is planned to the second up until he takes the oath of office after waking up 
at blair house he and mrs obama walk across pennsylvania avenue for a 10 am coffee at the white house 
with president and mrs bush the two first families then motorcade together to the capitol for the swearing in 
and then all eyes shift to obama for his big speech welcome to washington crafting his inaugural address has 
been a major priority since his election and that sort of thoughtful approach to public speaking has defined 
the president-elect's political career from preaching unity in his national debut at the 2004 democratic 
convention there is not a liberal america and a conservative america there is the united states of america to 
making the case for his own candidacy in 2007 the genius of our founders is that they designed a system of 
government that can be changed to claiming victory in november if there is anyone out there who still doubts 
that america is a place where all things are possible this style now familiar to americans will not change 
tomorrow as he sets the tone of his presidency with the inaugural address if you can project to your country 
that you are going to be a strong leader that you have confidence in yourself and you have confidence in the 
people out there to be able to get through a difficult time that's the most important thing you can do obama 
did this saturday in philadelphia only a handful of times in our history has a generation been confronted with 
challenges so vast well brian just moments ago right behind me in the white house briefing room we got a 
surprise visitor former president bush and mrs barbara bush came in because they'd never seen the new 
briefing room it had been remodeled a little over a year ago talking with mrs bush she tells us that the current 
president bush is very emotional and she said she teared up 
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emotional and she said she teared up herself because as for her this was a second goodbye to many of the 
white house staff ryan all right a time of change at the white house chuck todd starting us off from there 
tonight chuck thanks and because of the world we live in and what they call the continuity of government 
there's a euphemism one senior member of the administration will not attend tomorrow's swearing-in in case 
of some sort of catastrophic attack the white house announced that defense secretary robert gates is the so- 
called designated successor he'll be held at an undisclosed location presumably he would then run the 
government in case of a national emergency as we mentioned security has virtually frozen parts of this 
already frozen city our justice correspondent pete williams covers security for us he's with us from the mall 
tonight with more on the extraordinary precautions and restrictions pete good evening [Music] brian good 
evening to you federal agents spent much of the day chasing down new threats as they've done the past few 


days but tonight officials say there's nothing specific and credible enough to warrant changing tomorrow's 
plans police are banning parking on many downtown streets tonight out of concern for car or truck bombs 
and will soon bar all traffic throughout 150 blocks of the capitol for weeks now federal agents have combed 
through all known threats against barack obama we call it scrubbing you know cases that have been 
occurred in the past informants that you know we re-contact and and ensure that we have a pulse on the 
intelligence stream is coming in tomorrow helicopters and jets will enforce a strict no-fly zone on the water 
these fast coast guard boats armed with machine guns will intensify their patrols along a three and a half 
mile stretch of the potomac and anacostia rivers washington's waterfront by tomorrow morning washington 
will team with law enforcement 25 000 police federal agents and national guardsmen the biggest force ever 
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the biggest force ever for some the restrictions are too much well i think it's just total overkill i just don't think 
it seems like the safest thing to do but security planners say the road and bridge closings provide evacuation 
routes if needed we want to make sure that if in the event there was any type of an incident those who are 
here in town would be able to to leave the district in orderly fashion and starting at four o'clock tomorrow 
morning 155 special intelligence teams will be in place at subway stations and all around the capitol to spot 
any signs of potential trouble brian all right pete williams on the mall with the ever-present sirens blaring in 
the background all this security is in place of course to protect not just the president and other dignitaries but 
the thousands and thousands of people from all over gathered here in washington to take part in history take 
part in what could be the biggest party the city has seen in a good long time on top of braze braving the cold 
predictions of a wind chill of 10 degrees at noon tomorrow they are literally facing down an army we get more 
from nbc's ron allen last minute chaos at pamela frazier's south side chicago home hours before the long bus 
ride to washington d.c we got coloring books we got mb3 players just a lot of things because it's a it's a 10 
hour ride frazier scrimpton saved five thousand dollars enough to take her eight children and grandchildren 
to see a man from their part of town become president me and my grandchildren and my children we're 
playing a a huge part in helping this universe change they are joining one of the largest pilgrimages ever to 
the nation's capital so many celebrating audrey schweinkel couldn't book train tickets to be here on 
inauguration day so we came the day before for martin luther king junior day and we're just so excited to be 
here obama has said he wants his inauguration to be 
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has said he wants his inauguration to be the most inclusive ever americans from all walks of life and there's 
a man here in washington who has made that goal a very personal mission may i have a kiss yeah that's earl 
stafford a businessman spending some 2 million dollars on hotels transportation meals so hundreds of 
disadvantaged citizens also can be part of history this is the country of the people by the people for the 
people people like sylvester williams of new orleans he is 100 years old i want to come i'm just excited old 
enough to have worked picking cotton fortunate enough to have survived katrina overwhelmed by obama 
thank you lord lord be good to me i've seen the president and black president in the white house history 
brought williams inspiration brought rashad drakeford a college senior who volunteered for obama i think one 
of the hardest and biggest ceilings have has finally come down just some of the millions here anticipating 
one of the most powerful moments of their lives ron allen nbc news washington there are so many people 
here and so many of them want to share the experience with so many other people the cell phone 
companies are worried about a crash temporary cell phone towers have been put up all over this city but it 
still might not be enough capacity cellular carriers are asking customers here tomorrow to limit their use and 
especially limit the number of pictures they try to send to the folks back home watching it all from the west 
front of the capitol tomorrow will be the moderator of meet the press david greger who's been watching this 
crowd grow here in washington for days now and david aside from the obvious aside from the stuff of ron 
allen's reporting just now what are the dynamics that are building this crowd well you know what i'm so struck 


by 
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well you know what i'm so struck by brian is the engagement in the city the engagement in our politics 
around the country and the investment that americans have in this very moment you know i covered the 
presidency of george bush and i remember as he came into office the country was so divided and indeed his 
critics saw him in many ways as an illegitimate president because of the results of the supreme court 
decision that gave him the presidency he had to make a decision to go in a direction with his agenda despite 
the divisions in the country here at a time of so much anxiety for the country obama comes in with a great 
deal of confidence in him on the part of the american people he's got a big agenda he's facing big problems 
but he's got a lot of wind in his back it's a really striking contrast i think and when the excitement dies down 
after tomorrow david the expectations begin and they are huge and i think the president-elect when he 
becomes president will say to the american people things are going to be bad for a while even his own 
economic prescription doesn't uh preview any kind of real relief in terms of loss of jobs until the end of 2010 
there's going to be a lot of suffering in terms of the economy for a long time he's got to really enlist the 
american people to be patient even as they have high expectations david gregory and this is nbc nightly 
news with brian williams the inauguration of barack obama brought to you with limited commercial 
interruption by audi good evening from capitol hill in washington what a day this has been in the nation's 
capital what a day it continues to be the nation has a new president barack obama is the 44th president of 
the united states sworn in just after noon today before the largest largest crowd ever assembled in this city's 
history for the young first couple the night is young they're scheduled to arrive at the last of 10 inaugural balls 
at 2 30 in the morning but first things first 
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30 in the morning but first things first we have it all for you depending on your nbc station many of you will be 
seeing a special hour-long edition of tonight's broadcast with limited commercial interruption we begin tonight 
with our look at this day history making marking a first for all time and a huge political shift for america the 
new president's day started as he left blair house for the short trip to saint john's episcopal church for a 
morning worship service a tradition started by fdr at the height of the great depression a few blocks to the 
south hundreds of thousands of spectators braved the cold crowding onto the washington mall with the 
swearing in still hours away after church the obamas paid a visit to what would soon be their new home the 
white house michelle obama brought a leather-bound journal inscribed as a gift for laura bush then it was 
inside the white house for another tradition coffee with the incumbent after a visit of just under an hour the 
moment arrived for george bush to leave the white house for the last time as president the two men together 
in the limousine as the motorcade slowly made the one and a half mile trip to capitol hill security was tight 
and plainly evident on the inaugural platform at the capitol dignitaries took their seats as the u.s marine band 
played the obama daughters sasha and malia michelle obama ladies and gentlemen the president-elect of 
the united states barack h obama and then the man of the hour from the enormous crowd aurora of welcome 
welcome to the inauguration of the 44th president of the united states of america senator dianne feinstein of 
california the inaugural 


01:06:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=n3SxzKKNHZ8&t=3960s 





the inaugural chair welcomed the assembled guests and introduced pastor rick warren who gave the 
invocation let us pray almighty god minutes later the queen of soul aretha franklin [Music] joe biden was 
sworn in as vice president by the senior most justice of the supreme court john paul stevens hi joseph 
robinette biden jr do solemnly swear more music on a history making day from giants of the music world and 
then the moment arrived using the same bible abraham lincoln was sworn in on 148 years earlier and on the 
steps of a capitol building built in part by slaves barack obama took the oath administered by chief justice 
john roberts the chief justice went without notes and actually got the oath wrong but between the two men 
they made it official barack hussein obama i probably swear hi barack hussein obama do solemnly swear 
that i will execute the office of president to the united states faithfully that i will execute the faithfully the 
president officer president of the united states faithfully and will to the best of my ability and will to the best of 
my ability preserve protect and defend the constitution of the united states reserve protect and defend the 


constitution of the united states so help you god so help me god congratulations mr president [Applause] it 
was time for the new president's widely awaited inaugural address today i say to you that the challenges we 
face are real they are serious and they are 
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are real they are serious and they are many they will not be met easily or in a short span of time but know 
this america they will be met on this day we come to proclaim an end to the petty grievances and false 
promises the recriminations and worn out dogmas that for far too long have strangled our politics we remain 
a young nation but in the words of scripture the time has come to set aside childish things starting today we 
must pick ourselves up dust ourselves off and begin again the work of remaking america the question we ask 
today is not whether our government is too big or too small but whether it works as for our common defense 
we reject as false the choice between our safety and our ideals those ideals still light the world and we will 
not give them up for expedience sake know that america is a friend of each nation and every man woman 
and child who seeks a future of peace and dignity and we are ready to lead once more and for those who 
seek to advance their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering innocents we say to you now that our spirit is 
stronger and cannot be broken you cannot outlast us and we will defeat you to the muslim world we seek a 
new way forward based on mutual interest and mutual respect to those leaders around the globe who seek 
to sow conflict or blame their society's ills on the west know that your people will judge you on what you can 
build not what you destroy what is required of us now is a new era of responsibility a recognition on the part 
of every american that we have duties to ourselves our nation and the world and the new president had this 
message for his fellow citizens 
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had this message for his fellow citizens let it be said by our children's children that when we were tested we 
refused to let this journey end that we did not turn back nor did we falter and with eyes fixed on the horizon 
and god's grace upon us we carried forth that great gift of freedom and delivered it safely to future 
generations thank you god bless you and god bless the united states of america back at the white house the 
transfer of power was quietly underway as obama staffers started to set up shop and began the work of a 
new administration the time had come for george bush and laura bush to take their leave escorted by the 
new president and first lady the helicopter no longer designated marine one took the former president on a 
final aerial tour of washington then to andrews air force base where they departed for texas and home this is 
my first official act get used to it the first order of business for the new president a signing ceremony in the 
president's room of the capitol building the very same room used by president lyndon johnson to sign the 
voting rights act into law more than 40 years earlier [Applause] the obamas and the bidens stayed for a 
luncheon in their honor in the capital's historic statuary hall among the guests senator edward kennedy who's 
been fighting brain cancer shortly after these first pictures were taken senator kennedy collapsed apparently 
suffered a seizure and was taken away by ambulance i know that while i was out of the room 
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that while i was out of the room concern was expressed about teddy my prayers are with him and his family 
and vicki after lunch president obama now also commander-in-chief reviewed the troops in formation at the 
east front of the capitol the president and first lady climbed into their new heavily armored cadillac limousine 
making its public debut today [Music] the inaugural parade underway the motorcade made its way up 
pennsylvania avenue throngs thousands of people were gathered along the parade route to get a glimpse of 
history as it passed by then to the delight of the crowd the obama stepped out of their limousine and walked 
down the street not once but twice finally barack and michelle obama went home to the place where they will 
live and work and raise their daughters for the next four years the white house and after a brief stop to 
freshen up inside the residence they went back out to sample the inaugural parade portions of which of 
course were in their honor at times it was a biographical review of the life of the president and the first couple 
danced to the music of the punahou school marching band he graduated from there in hawaii in 1979 that 


ends just the first half of a long long day for most of the people here it was a trek that ended with the oath 
taking here at the capitol along the mall everyone here in this crowd had a story nbc's ron allen tonight has 
their story it may well be remembered as one of the greatest gatherings in american history [Applause] just 
under 2 million people crowded the nation's mall forcing police to close off some entrances 
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off some entrances hours before barack obama's inauguration had started now we can freeze on the other 
side of the fence temperatures stayed below freezing tight security made long lines move slowly some ticket 
holders never got in got all the way to the mall about four blocks away and got turned away 13 hours on the 
bus and got turned away i feel awful and i didn't get to see him but none of that deterred the crowds people 
kept arriving by the thousands drawn by the rare powerful opportunity to truly be a part of history we just 
want to be here to feel it it's just magic it's magic at times it all felt more like a street fair than a presidential 
inauguration the crowds were festive excited an atmosphere of celebration i told the children the morning 
after the election i woke them up and i said while you were asleep martin luther king's dream came true and i 
wanted them to be here to witness it these inner city high schoolers admit they've struggled with academics 
they said obama's success has lifted their sights seeing obama be up there and where he's at today it gives 
me hope i also want to be a politician when i get older i'm serious yeah i want to be the president yeah to me 
it means skin color has nothing to do with anything in life while young people looked forward older vets like 
steven sherman couldn't help but think back to when he served in a segregated army as a second class 
citizen but today he saw a black commander-in-chief excuse me sir but i mean it just touched my heart so 
many people especially people of color said they couldn't imagine not being there to witness one of the 
nation's most enduring racial barriers broken and the american dream renewed ron allen nbc news 
washington everyone here in washington today brought with them their own personal story and for many of 
us it's really the first chance now that we've had to breathe all day and with that in 
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had to breathe all day and with that in mind we have the moderator meet the press david gregory here with 
us and jay but of course your vantage point was up near the swearing-in itself as you look back at the day 
obviously the inaugural address is the highlight because it sets the tone for four years in office how do you 
think it'll be remembered starting today i think as a substantive address brian this was a real break from the 
past eight years namely when the president talks about petty grievances strangling our politics he is setting 
the tone for an end he hopes of an ideological rigidity that really bogged down policies he issued a call to 
action for americans particularly a younger generation to get involved and to buck up because this country 
has been through tough times before and through common purpose can we meet these new challenges and 
he also said to the world which was a big audience today that the united states is ready to lead again and he 
did that standing about five feet away from a seated president bush that was a direct shot aimed at him now 
in your other day job you were chief white house correspondent for that president bush and couldn't you feel 
the power shift in this city today one turning over to the other absolutely and i thought i was captured by what 
was marine one flying back over the national mall and people waving some of whom respectful of our of our 
former president now others not so much this is a real change a real political change but you know what 
america does this really well this tran always so that's the business angle of today back to the life of this city 
and what happened here today the inauguration of the 44th president and the question everyone was asking 
watching the coverage what must it be like to be in this young new first family nbc news white house 
correspondent savannah guthrie at the white house tonight with more on what it must be like savannah good 
evening good evening to you brian well on their first day as first family the obamas managed to be glamorous 
and yet simultaneously really seem like a pretty ordinary american family 
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michelle obama stepped out of blair house this morning and into the spotlight the eyes of the world upon her 
and her first act as first lady the choice of a gold dress and matching jacket by american designer isabelle 
toledo already practicing the courtesies of a first lady mrs obama arrived at the white house gift in hand a 
leather-bound journal and pen for laura bush to begin her memoirs and the daughters of the president-elect 
malia obama and sasha obama first daughters sasha and malia made their debut on the inaugural stage but 
grandmother marion robinson just on their heels as always when michelle obama entered minutes later 
clearly in her moment she held a tiny red box containing the lincoln bible upon which her husband took the 
oath of office hi barack hussein obama do solemnly swear today at times obama seemed to already carry the 
weight of office but interspersed with the historic moments were ordinary ones the obama girls fidgeting a bit 
during a musical performance malia obama snapping photos with her own camera just in case there weren't 
enough there to capture it we are ready to lead once more and as for the speech two reviews were instant 
and very positive look over our little angelic sasha and malia not since the kennedys has america had such 
young children in the white house seven-year-old sasha practically danced out of the ceremony today later 
on taking some of their first steps as first family at the white house she still had that bounce in her step but 
there were some signs the day might be getting just a bit long well a long day is turning into a long night for 
the obamas do you know they will attend all 10 official inaugural balls tonight but brian the girls have a better 
idea they're going to stay home here at the white house and watch the movies back to you while it was 
unfolding today here in 
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while it was unfolding today here in washington you could feel the millions around the country who were 
watching it all tonight our own lee cowan was watching them the lucky ones of course were there in person 
packed shoulder to shoulder but for the rest of us congratulations mr president today's inauguration was a 
long distance date with history the words can't even describe i was like oh my god this is not happening noon 
in the east was celebrated at 9 in the west the election was like the wedding but this is like the marriage 
everywhere people gathered around high-tech hearts big screams in new york and small ones in texas as it 
all streamed live on the internet i never thought i'd ever see anything like this in my life it was living history in 
classrooms in atlanta and a more boisterous history at michelle obama's old high school in chicago it's like 
hope for all of us you know and here good morning barack obama elementary school students in their freshly 
minted sweatshirts watched their namesake with pride it was appointment television in a barber shop in 
south l.a where racial tensions once simmered to a board for all of the right thinking people black and white 
it's a victory today a victory that brought the nation to a standstill there were cab drivers who stopped driving 
shoppers who stopped shopping diners who stopped dining i have never felt so much a part of the world as i 
felt today we even found doctors with a tv in the operating room who paused before surgery on a young 
marine in the end though it really didn't matter where you were as long as you weren't alone just ordinary 
street corners like this one here in chicago fell silent almost becoming a political cathedral of sorts and 
almost everyone was making that mental scrapbook noting the time and place where they were on this day 
and perhaps shared a collective tear i will remember this forever and ever ever until the day i die 
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ever until the day i die an event meant to be remembered and one meant to be shamed lee cowan nbc news 
chicago good evening for the first time in his adult life barack obama woke up and went to the office this 
morning without ever leaving the house the photos released by the white house today may take some getting 
used to there's a new president in the oval office and perhaps you remember all the times during the 
campaign when the candidates talked about what they do on day one well this was day one for the obama 
administration first full day in office after one night of celebration on the town there's so much work to do we 
begin our coverage tonight with our chief white house correspondent chuck todd chuck good evening good 
evening brian well actually today was just a typical day for a president united states except for the whole fact 
that for barack obama this was his first day on the job barack obama got a taste of presidential multitasking 
in his first full day in office please be seated still getting used to that whole thing that was the president 
welcoming as white house staff playing the role of ceo the president signed his first executive order freezing 


staff pay raises and imposing a ban on former staffers from ever lobbying his white house another executive 
order awaits his signature as early as tomorrow reversing a bush administration policy to hold terror suspects 
and accused enemy combatants at a prison in guantanamo bay cuba and halting military commission trials a 
new approach may take as long as a year [Music] the president's day began as he sought guidance from a 
higher authority getting a sense of what it is to offer the country's spiritual leadership at washington's national 
cathedral for the traditional national prayer service welcome enjoy yourselves don't break anything then later 
it was the president as keeper of the people's house 
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keeper of the people's house the first couple also assumed the task of serving as cultural role models pulling 
up with his economic team the president drew more criticism from republicans today thanks to a new report 
claiming the stimulus will take years not months to improve the economy when it comes to slow moving 
government spending programs it's clear that doesn't create the jobs or preserve the jobs that need to 
happen obama took on the title leader of the free world making his first phone calls to foreign leaders all key 
players in the israeli gaza conflict also today the new president exerted his role as commander-in-chief 
summoning his secretary of defense the chairman of the joint chiefs and general david petraeus the head of 
central command setting out to fulfill one of his major campaign promises bringing troops home from iraq in 
16 months now brian there's been plenty of first day hiccups one of the the deputy white house press 
secretary to ask a member of the press to email a pool report because he didn't realize he had already sent it 
out others have been trying to figure out which gate they go into but for the most part it's actually been fairly 
smooth none of those staffers randomly looking for the men's room ryan many of the president's cabinet 
secretaries have now been sworn in there's a big exception during what's been described as our economic 
emergency in this country there is no treasury secretary tim geithner was nominated by president obama but 
the man who would be in charge of our tax revenues has a tax problem of his own and he was getting grilled 
for it today here on capitol hill our own kelly o'donnell joins us tonight from across the way kelly good evening 
good evening brian there's plenty of praise for geithner's qualifications to run treasury but his tax problem is 
another matter he's paid up about forty thousand dollars but given his expertise one senator said this 
shouldn't be swept under the rug all the predictions are tim geithner will get the job as treasury secretary 
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will get the job as treasury secretary so the welcome today was warm can we come to order but the grilling 
got hot would you answer my question rather than dancing around it please geithner's failure to pay some 
taxes ignited the most contentious exchanges but first geithner was here to pledge he could do a better job 
fixing the economy it will require action on a scale we have not seen in generations a core message he gets 
how bad it is individuals families and businesses that were careful and responsible were damaged by the 
actions of those who were not few specifics but a broad plan to invest huge amounts of taxpayer money to 
jump start the economy repeatedly senators stressed that the public is fed up how we can assure taxpayers 
that their interests are taken care of geithner laid out the goals get credit flowing save the housing market 
and restore confidence in the overall financial system questioned about bailed out banks refusing to lend or 
account for money they were given geithner promised transparency i will work very hard with the responsible 
regulators in the united states and around the world so that we have a set of accounting regime requirements 
and disclosure requirements his personal accounting problems drew the most fire these were careless 
mistakes he repeatedly apologized for having failed to pay several years of social security taxes senators 
called it negligent and deeply problematic and noted that geithner acknowledged he had been told by his 
employer he needed to pay those taxes separately it is incomprehensible to me that you didn't immediately 
realize that you had done it wrong for the entire time that you had been at the imf and i regret not having 
done so this is my mistake and it's my responsibility you may remember newspapers with their banner 
headlines from the day after election day became valuable collector's items instantly well that same thing 
happened today following the inauguration with brisk early morning business in some spots the folks who run 
one newsstand in 
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the folks who run one newsstand in studio city california told us they sold more papers today than all of last 
year there is intense interest and not just in the new president but in the new first family they made what was 
described as a dazzling debut yesterday and no one would blame them for being a bit dazzled by their new 
life and surroundings if it was overwhelming for them they didn't really look it seven-year-old sasha so happy 
to be holding hands with her dad positively bounced across the walkway at the white house yesterday our 
report on the new first family tonight from nbc's savannah guthrie [Applause] they made quite an entrance on 
their first night as first couple how good looking is my wife the first dance serenade by the singer beyonce 
then nine more inaugural balls by night's end tired from their long day in the cold the obama girls opted for a 
quiet night at home surrounded by cousins and friends the white house staff organized a scavenger hunt for 
the two girls to teach them some of the history of their new home and it ended with a big surprise the teen 
pop sensation the jonas brothers were there to greet them but it's the first family that's really causing a 
sensation the website for retailer j crew crashed after news got out that's who designed the obama girl's 
inaugural outfits michelle obama made instant stars of her dressmakers like jason you are now a part of 
history that is so magical i can't tell you but the obamas are doing more than setting trends they're reflecting 
them more than ever before american families are mixed by race faith nationality this new first extended 
family encompasses all those trends at once from obama's kenyan relatives his sister's indonesian family 
michelle obama's heritage in the american south it's diverse racially it's diverse 
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it's diverse racially it's diverse nationally it crosses class boundaries religious boundaries it encompasses a 
huge number of contemporary trends of different kinds of family structure the kind of diversity obama spoke 
of in his inaugural as a collective american virtue for we know that our patchwork heritage is a strength not a 
weakness and for the first family one that is deeply personal savannah guthrie nbc news the white house and 
during yesterday's otherwise smooth swearing in there was one moment when no one watching at first knew 
quite what was going on it happened during the oath of office when chief justice john roberts of the u.s 
supreme court recited the oath without notes he decided to wing it and he got it wrong president obama 
who's a former law professor himself corrected him but it still wasn't said the right way if there was any 
tension between the two men in the air it could have been because obama voted against robert's 
confirmation for the job now fast forward to today when vice president biden was preparing to read the oath 
of office to swear in members of the senior white house staff he couldn't resist a dig at the chief justice my 
memory is not as good as justice roberts she just referenced does anyone have me no i good evening these 
are days of great change in washington really every couple of hours in fact the new president who's now 
been sworn in twice for good measure by the way announced some big changes today first he will start every 
day with a briefing on our economic security and not just national security he moved fast on foreign affairs 
today moving to close the prison for suspected terrorists at guantanamo bay and cuba he rolled out his 
diplomatic team headed by a former rival his new secretary of state that's where 


01:32:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=n3SxzKKNHZ8&t=5522s 





his new secretary of state that's where we begin tonight our own andrea mitchell standing by at the state 
department andrea good evening good evening brian the state department got a big boost of adrenaline 
today marching orders from the president and a new secretary of state it felt more like a political rally than a 
foreign policy briefing as america's new top diplomat arrived with a message from the commander-in-chief 
diplomacy is back i believe with all of my heart that this is a new era for america after years of feeling 
overshadowed by the pentagon and neglected by the white house many of the state departments rank and 
file more than a thousand strong whooped and powered i want you to understand there is nothing that i 
welcome more than a good debate and the kind of dialogue that will make us better right away hillary clinton 
proved she could deliver a much-needed morale boost pointedly visiting the state department before the 
pentagon the president vice president and entire national security team my appearance today as has been 
noted underscores my commitment to the importance of diplomacy and renewing american leadership and in 


another sign of re-energized diplomacy they named high-profile envoys to the world's most dangerous hot 
spots former senate majority leader george mitchell who helped bring peace to northern ireland to take on 
the israeli-palestinian conflict conflicts are created conducted and sustained by human beings they can be 
ended by human beings the mastermind of the bosnia peace accords former ambassador richard holbrook 
for pakistan and afghanistan this is a very difficult assignment as we all know nobody can say the war in 
afghanistan has gone well noticeably absent today a promised plan to engage iran when asked on his way 
out president obama said that will come true 
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obama said that will come true oh the president's other big message to the rest of the world today although 
hillary clinton was once his rival now they are on the same team and when she arrives in a foreign country 
she speaks for him brian andrea mitchell starting us off at the state department tonight andrea thanks and 
now to a controversial piece of american real estate in cuba naval station guantanamo bay as it's known 
officially or gitmo it has housed those suspected evil doers since the start of the war on terror well today we 
learned it'll shut down in a year's time and the natural question becomes what happens to all the people 
inside our pentagon correspondent jim miklaszewski has more for us tonight jim good evening good evening 
brian making the move today to close the guantanamo prison was the easy part it's how you do it that'll be 
tough surrounded in the oval office by 16 retired generals and admirals president obama signed the 
executive order to shut down the infamous guantanamo bay prison a year from today and start to reverse the 
controversial bush administration policies in the war on terror we intend to win this fight we're going to win it 
on our terms but closing guantanamo won't be easy first what to do with the 243 detainees now in custody 
many could be released to their home countries others could be tried in u.s federal courts but there's also a 
small group of hardcore accused terrorists less than 20 who may be held indefinitely without ever facing trial 
because in some cases the evidence remains top secret that we cannot transfer to other countries who could 
pose a serious danger to the united states but we cannot try because of various problems related to 
evidence then where do you put them the top options are military prisons at camp 
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options are military prisons at camp pendleton california fort leavenworth kansas and charleston south 
carolina but critics in congress warn not in my backyard i don't know of any city or town around this country 
that would be thrilled to have caleb sheikh mohammed or abby's a beta living down the street in another 
departure from bush administration policies president obama signed a second order banning aggressive 
interrogation techniques such as waterboarding which many consider torture obama's pick for national 
intelligence director retired admiral dennis blair today ruled out such techniques i would say that there will be 
no waterboarding on my watch there will be no torture on my watch and what about obama's pledge to pull 
all u.s combat troops out of iraq in 16 months defense secretary gates said today that's only one of the 
options our obligation is to give the president a range of options and the risks associated with each of those 
good evening for the new president aside from keeping all of us safe it is job one in fact the u.s economy is in 
such rough shape it's been theorized early on here it's the one issue that could consume the presidency of 
barack obama but there it sits squarely on his desk in the oval office every morning he comes to work it's not 
going anywhere to get that work started the president started the day by inviting leaders of both parties over 
to the white house our white house correspondent savannah guthrie is with us from there to start us off this 
friday night savannah good evening good evening to you brian the president said today his 825 billion dollar 
stimulus package is on track to be passed by mid-february and of course with democrats controlling both 
houses of congress the question really isn't whether it will pass but whether mr obama who's talked so much 
about consensus building and reaching across party lines can get republicans on board there are still some 
differences around the table the president's first west wing meeting with congressional leaders and first 
opportunity to put the bipartisanship he's promised 
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bipartisanship he's promised into action what i think unifies this group is recognition that we are experiencing 
a unprecedented perhaps economic crisis that has to be dealt with and dealt with rapidly but house 
republicans say they've been shut out of the process their ideas largely rejected by house democrats so they 
brought a list of counter proposals heavy on more tax relief directly to the president sources familiar with the 
meeting say obama appeared receptive i have good feeling about coming out of the meeting that we'll be 
able to reach more bipartisanship as we go forward but the house is still planning to vote on the bill next 
week leaving little opportunity for republican input today white house press secretary robert gibbs was 
pressed on whether all the talk of bipartisanship was just that this is a work in progress it didn't end today it 
didn't start today we all understand the different sausage making aspects of legislation i think it's a little 
premature to prejudge all this republicans complain the recovery plan is too big and too slow with spending 
on things that won't quickly stimulate the economy they point to 726 million dollars for a school snack 
program 200 million to improve the washington mall including planting grass 650 million for digital tv 
conversion coupons and 600 million for new cars for federal employees i'm concerned about the size of the 
package and i'm concerned about some of the spending that's in there how you can spend hundreds of 
millions of dollars on on contraceptives how does that stimulate the good evening with the wind of tuesday's 
stirring inauguration at his back president obama worked through his first saturday in office trying to map out 
this country's economic recovery and while congress supports his call for an economic stimulus bill as the 
saying goes the devil is in the details and those details have democrats and republicans lining up 
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have democrats and republicans lining up on different sides and the president today tried to sell his plan 
directly to the american people from the white house tonight nbc's john yang has more hello john good 
evening lester was all hands on deck here at the white house the west wing was so busy it seemed like a 
weak day as president obama got down to business on the ailing economy top obama adviser david axelrod 
press secretary robert gibbs budget director peter orzog reporting for work on the first weekend of the obama 
presidency job one the economy in his first weekly white house web address president obama pushed his 
825 billion dollar economic stimulus plan this is not just a short-term program to boost employment it's one 
that will invest in our most important priorities like energy and education the president made fresh claims for 
the still emerging package saying it would double renewable energy production capacity in three years string 
three thousand miles of power lines and tighten security at 90 ports what he's doing here is using the 
economic crisis as a way of getting a jump on long-term fixes to the economy the recession mr obama 
inherited is deepening since he took office tuesday major corporations have announced more than 35 
thousand layoffs nationwide including six thousand at intel five thousand at microsoft and one thousand at 
bank of america as the urgency for the stimulus package grows the president promised the money would be 
spent carefully we won't just throw money at our problems we'll invest in what works instead of politicians 
doling out money behind a veil of secrecy decisions about where we invest will be made public republicans 
say it's more about advancing partisan priorities than boosting the economy house leader john boehner 
delivered his party's web address fortunately the trillion dollar spending plan authored by congressional 
democrats is chock full of government programs and projects most of which won't provide immediate relief 
he points to 
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relief he points to 726 million dollars for school snacks 200 million to refurbish the national mall including 
planting grass and 650 million for digital tv conversion coupons house republicans complain they're being 
shut out of the process despite mr obama's pledge to reach out across party lines and change washington at 
the other end of pennsylvania avenue there are 535 people with their own ideas and their own agendas a lot 
of obama aides are getting used to the fact that they really are working at the white house one told me he 
walked out the front door of the west wing for the first time last night and it suddenly dawned on him that he 
could just turn around and walk back in if he wanted to so he did lester all right nbc's john yang at the white 
house tonight john thanks david gregory is host of meet the press he joins us tonight from washington david 
good to see you as we just heard republicans are pushing back they've got their own ideas about economic 


stimulus but clearly they're mindful of a president still basking in a post-inaugural glow after a change 
election how far will the republicans push well i think they'll push on the spending front they want to reduce 
some of the spending in the stimulus plan that they don't think is going to jumpstart the economy there's a lot 
in here that can be fairly classified as long-term spending not necessarily stimulative obviously the 
administration will make the case that it is and some of that long-term spending is very important for a post- 
recovery period but i think republicans will focus on the spending piece also the tax cut piece and here's an 
important provision the bush tax cuts which are 10 years in length expire next year there are conservatives 
who are pushing the administration to not repeal them to not let them expire until maybe 2013 to reduce that 
impact on largely upper income americans who are getting the benefit of those tax cuts to keep that money 
flowing into the economy so those are a couple of areas where i think they push they don't have a lot of 
leverage here they don't have the votes the card they have to play 
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have to play is they know that president obama wants his stimulus to pass by not just a party-line vote but 
with enough republican support to say he's got a real mandate here and if you watch what he's done the past 
week it looks like he's working off a checklist from from the campaign guantanamo bay torture lobbying rules 
uh federal funding for abortion does he appear to be remaining on track after one week in office well largely 
so although i think closing the detention center guantanamo bay is an example where the president will do 
two things one admit that it's harder than he thought it would be and two he's going to tell his own political 
base you know take it easy here this is very very complicated and by that i mean yes he wants to close that 
he wants to do it within a year he's working on the interrogation techniques but there's lots of questions about 
what you do with the prisoners who are in guantanamo bay how you try them how you give them due 
process there's not a lot of agreement about that given the the evidence that's been compiled against them 
and also what do you do with prisoners in the future the president says no more torture well what exactly 
does that mean because the administration has also signaled that they would allow harsher techniques to be 
used by the cia in line with some of the things that were done in the past and if that's the case there's going 
to be a lot of people on the political left obama supporters who say that's not what we bargained for and i 
know you'll be looking at the economy on meet the press tomorrow tell us more about tomorrow's program 
well we're going to have president obama's top economic adviser larry summers to talk about the way 
forward on the stimulus plan on the economy generally and this is a real battle as we've been talking about 
with republicans as well the battle lines are drawn tonight for what may be president obama's first fight with 
congress he'll be doing some arm twisting on capitol hill this week trying to win support for his economic 
recovery plan but that plan may be blowing into a republican headwind tonight nbc's john yang joins us with 
more from the white house john good evening lester the nation's economic woes may be mounting but so 
are the political sniping over president obama's 825 billion 
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over president obama's 825 billion dollar stimulus package which heads to a house vote this week as 
president obama faces his first major showdown on capitol hill republicans are emphasizing the opposing 
part of being the loyal opposition i could not vote for the stimulus package as it's been presented it's filled 
with billions of dollars worth of spending that will not stimulate the economy it's just the old spending 
practices of liberal democrats i think a lot of republicans will though know because they see this as a lot of 
wasteful washington spending padding the bureaucracy and doing nothing to help create jobs and preserve 
you republicans complain they've been shut out of the process their ideas ignored they want less spending 
and more tax cuts if we allow american families to keep more of what they earn they're going to save it invest 
it or spend it all of which are good for the economy democrats say tax cuts most of them backed by 
republicans represent about a third of their plan which house speaker nancy pelosi says is enough we will 
judge them by the ability to create jobs to do to help turn the economy around to stabilize the economy and 
to see how much they cost even as the president's team presses for the 825 billion dollar package to jump 
start the economy problems are mounting on other fronts this past week a california bank failed already the 
third this year administration officials have signaled they're likely to seek billions more to prop up the financial 


system beyond the 700 billion dollars already approved another tough sell on capitol hill if we are going to 
put money into the banks we certainly want equity for the american people mr obama's top economic advisor 
said next time things will be different it's going to emphasize transparency it's going to emphasize 
accountability perhaps most importantly the focus isn't going to be on the needs of financial institutions the 
president will try some personal 
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the president will try some personal persuasion on tuesday he heads up to the hill to sit down with the 
republicans in both the house and the senate lester all right john yang at the white house for us tonight 
thanks john some man who has taken on the task of fixing the economy or at least trying to tonight the new 
president was handed a crucial member of his team as of tonight we have a new treasury secretary in this 
country after a tax problem temporarily tripped up his confirmation hearings the senate tonight approved tim 
geithner as the 75th treasury secretary the vote was 60 to 34. now he begins what president obama has 
called job one chuck todd is at the white house for us tonight chuck good evening good evening brian well it 
took a week a week longer than they wanted and it took some hand-wringing by some senators not happy 
with that tax issue but tonight timothy geithner is america's 75th treasury secretary the president now has the 
most important member of his economic team in place and can move forward in selling and implementing his 
economic plan these are extraordinary times and it calls for swift and extraordinary action and the nomination 
is confirmed treasury secretary timothy geithner now becomes the face of the teetering u.s economy and is 
immediately tasked with how to spend the rest of the seven hundred billion dollars already set aside to fix the 
yelling credit markets some of which will go to housing aside from that he's also been asked to drop a 
separate plan dealing only with the housing crisis requiring even more taxpayer money in other words yet 
another bailout in addition to the financial bailout and expected housing relief the obama economic team is 
pushing the administration's massive stimulus package intending to build bipartisan support for the package 
obama makes his first visit to capitol hill as president on tuesday to meet only with republicans on the 
agenda the best approach to tax cuts i think he will get a chance to both defend and discuss tomorrow with 
the republicans what exactly that is and i think he looks forward as i've said earlier to 
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looks forward as i've said earlier to doing that it's expected in the meeting with senate republicans he'll 
accept a plan to allow millions of taxpayers relief from paying the amt the alternative minimum tax this tax fix 
would cost an estimated 70 billion dollars boosting the total current cost of the obama stimulus plan to nearly 
900 billion dollars good evening it's a very simple equation as the white house sees it it's going to take a lot 
of money to put people back to work and fix this economy which by all accounts is getting worse with each 
passing day and the president's going to need a lot of support from the people the congress and the 
republican party if it's going to be done right so today he went to them that is where we begin tonight with our 
chief white house correspondent chuck todd chuck good evening good evening brian well ending his first 
week in washington president obama used his fight to pass the economic stimulus plan as a way to 
showcase another campaign promise and that is changing the tone in washington so anxious to appear 
bipartisan president obama drove through snow-covered washington for his first capitol hill meetings as 
president not to meet with his own party but with republicans i don't expect a 100 percent uh agreement from 
my republican colleagues but i do hope that we can all put politics aside and do the american people's 
business right now but before the president arrived to meet with the house republicans news leaked that the 
top two leaders were already publicly against obama's 825 billion dollar economic stimulus plan i'll leave it 
aside that some members of the leadership invited the president to come up and announce their position on 
the bill before we got there hello everybody house republicans use their time with the president to complain 
about how they've been treated by house democrats but as grateful as we are for the president's spirit as i 
told him personally house democrats have completely ignored the president's call for bipartisan cooperation 
the 
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for bipartisan cooperation the president's meeting with senate republicans was less pointed and focused as 
much about future fixes to the economy including the bailout for the financial industry as well as help for 
struggling homeowners we're still going to have to have much better financial regulation we've got to get 
credit flowing again we're going to have to deal with the troubled assets that many banks are still carrying 
president obama's first order of business trying to deal with the economic meltdown this 819 billion dollar 
stimulus package and despite his charm offensive toward the republicans this week there were a lot of 
objections coming from that side of the aisle as the bill was voted on tonight nbc's kelly o'donnell with us from 
capitol hill kelly it's been said many times he's got democratic majorities he doesn't need republican votes 
but he wants them he does want them brian and despite the charm perhaps they were charmed but not a 
single republican went the president's way the vote happened tonight and not a single republican vote that's 
important to president obama and both parties agree that there's an urgent need to fix the economy to create 
jobs but how to do it is falling on party lines ideas for the future and we will not we will not be stuck in the 
past meaning house democrats who have strength in numbers here get the biggest say in how the giant 
stimulus plan shapes up and are quick to say republicans already had their chance their policies have not 
worked and america's americans voted for change the big picture 550 billion dollars in spending 275 billion in 
tax cuts republicans don't like it a lot of wasteful spending that won't create jobs and won't help preserve jobs 
in america the bill does include nuts and bolts projects for things like 30 billion dollars for highway 
construction but 647 pages of fine print spell out some significant changes rewriting social policies and 
expanding the role of the federal government 
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the role of the federal government the fact is that we need to compare the cost of this package with the cost 
of doing nothing take health care 39 billion to cover premiums currently paid by workers who lose jobs to 
keep their company health insurance that shifts the cost from the individual to the government 87 billion to 
help states pay for medicaid not only to provide health care for the poor but any worker even high earners 
who lose a job could qualify all day on the house floor the house will be in order tensions between sharply 
different views played out for example democrats see a safety net during hard times the minority leader is 
recognized while republicans fear a step toward nationalized health care this so-called stimulus bill which 
seems only to stimulate one sector of our economy the government on education usually paid for on the 
state and local level this bill provides 41 billion to build and repair schools 79 billion to help states pay costs 
like teacher salaries and brian tonight's house vote is only step one it goes to the senate they get to make 
changes too and already we've seen some items that got a lot of attention and criticism dropped you heard 
about plans to pay for contraceptives or to put new sod down on the national mall both of those are out brian 
all right kelly o'donnell on the hill tonight kelly thanks the delayed start finally tonight at past presidential 
inaugurations there have been products like jimmy carter coffee mugs and ronald reagan ballpoint pens but 
nothing like we saw in washington at the obama inauguration nothing like the commemorative coin 
commercials airing non-stop on television much has been said about our new so-called celebrity president 
and some are marketing him like a commodity our report tonight from white house correspondent john yang 
some celebrities no it's not your imagination president obama really is everywhere his now familiar message 
and 
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everywhere his now familiar message and themes on buses billboards and commercials you've heard about 
the audacity of hope this is the commodification of hope like this starbucks app it echoes a popular web ad 
that supported candidate obama same theme same style even the same musician and pepsi says its new ad 
campaign is quote all over mr obama's bipartisan spirit of optimism just wearing a chicago white sox cap has 
boosted his hometown team's hat sales 30 since election day the sox are even asking the white house for 
permission for a special obama themed cap proceeds to go to charity after michelle obama wore gloves and 
sasha and malia wore outfits from j crew a 400 percent increase in traffic crashed the retailer's website even 
though the girls clothes won't be available until fall anything with the president's name or image is flying off 
shelves in the 28 years of selling collectibles i haven't seen anything like it not all of the attention is welcome 


michelle obama calls these beanie baby dolls sweet sasha and marvelous malia inappropriate the economy 
is in trouble and advertisers are going to grab onto anything they can to try to harness some optimism mr 
obama is even boosting a superhero a spiderman comic book about the inaugural is now in its fourth printing 
this is probably gonna end up being uh one of the highest selling if not the highest selling book for the last 15 
16 years when it's all said and done who knows some of that spidey sense may come in handy over the next 
four years john yang nbc news washington it was an article in this morning's new york times that told the 
wider world what folks in 
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that told the wider world what folks in washington were already buzzing about the change in style 
surrounding the obama white house you see the president was photographed on his first day at work in the 
oval office in his shirt sleeves and everyone wondered was this the first new policy of the new president will it 
mean a less formal white house than it was under 43 when jackets were required for men in the oval office at 
the start of the bush administration reporters were told explicitly if not on the record exactly that the new 
jackets only policy in the oval office was a direct response to the discomfort they felt over seeing pictures like 
these former president clinton sweaty after a run in that hallowed place president bush talked about the 
enforced formality with tom brokaw you also keep the formality of it you don't want your staff coming in here 
without their jackets on i'm told no we're not we don't uh we that's right we treat it no we treat it for what it is 
right it is a uh it is a part of the great heritage of the presidency and it's a great part of the heritage of our 
country it's like a shrine it's to be treated such then defense secretary donald rumsfeld talked about the 
jackets only policy with us in an interview back in 2002. it's recapturing something that's important and and if 
you think about it in the congress they refer to each other as the distinguished gentleman now why do they 
do that they do that because civility is is important uh president bush does is wears a coat in the office 
because he respects the office of the president and uh for the american people it's an institution that he he 
values and reveres it is why washington a city that devours details and tea leaves has been so fascinated by 
the new obama style the new president we're told took off his jacket for those early photos in the oval office 
because it was hot in there on matters of style 
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of style large and small at a very basic level however 44 couldn't be more different than 43. the bush crowd 
came to work in the west wing around dawn president obama prefers to have breakfast with the girls work 
out then read in before hitting the office at 9. so far in this white house the work has taken precedence over 
what to wear you'd go outside the bush rule on jackets was not hard and fast there are plenty of pictures of 
top aides in their shirt sleeves most of them during the high tension meetings that surrounded the iraq war 
the new president is different in another way he's a night owl spotted at work in the office as late as 10 p.m 
already and so far the only dress code the new president has issued is for those lucky enough to work 
weekends they're allowed to show up in economic news today was front and center once again for president 
obama as he and vice president joe biden pledged to make good on something they talked about a lot on the 
campaign trail helping the american middle class our chief white house correspondent chuck todd is with us 
from there with more on this hey chuck good evening good evening brian well those grim economic numbers 
that came out today triggered even more salesmanship by the president another day another grim economic 
statistic and another reason for the president to make the hard sell for his economic plans so this is a difficult 
moment but i believe if we act boldly and swiftly it can be an american moment when we work through our 
differences together and overcome our divisions to face this crisis at an event to announce he's putting joe 
biden in charge of what they're calling a task force for the middle class accuracy the president also signed 
executive orders making it harder for federal contractors from using non-union workers pleasing a major 
obama political ally 
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pleasing a major obama political ally labor unions while on capitol hill more outrage over the billion dollar 
bonuses on wall street we have a bunch of idiots on wall street that are kicking sand in the face of the 
american taxpayer democratic senator claire mccaskill wants to make it illegal for companies getting 
government bailout money to pay astronomical sums to their executives you want taxpayers to help you 
survive you want the people at your financial institution to have a job tomorrow then you're gonna have to 
limit everyone's pay at your company to the same salary that the president of the united states makes the 
president by the way makes four hundred thousand dollars a year white house aides say next week he will 
endorse a limit on executive pay meanwhile the campaign to pass obama's stimulus package has moved to 
the tv airwaves america needs jobs democratic groups are spending millions to lobby republican lawmakers 
as for the republicans they have a new face for their party we're going to say to friend and foe alike we want 
you to be a part of us we want you to work with us and for those of you who wish to obstruct get ready to get 
knocked over the republican national committee elected an african-american former maryland lieutenant 
governor michael steele as chairman it is a significant departure for the party of lincoln which in 2008 
endured one of its poorest performances ever among minority voters now brian uh the president is still trying 
to fill out his cabinet republican senator judd greg from new hampshire is looks like the front runner would be 
commerce secretary if he does that a democratic governor could give democrats their 60th senate seat but 
there still could be a deal worked out so that doesn't happen but another republican in the cabinet we'll we'll 
be looking for it another story we'll watch over the weekend chuck todd from the white house on a friday 
night chuck thanks turn now to another urgent matter re-energizing 
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to another urgent matter re-energizing the american economy and today president obama gave us more 
insight into how he plans to do that starting with help for struggling homeowners nbc's john yang is at the 
white house tonight with more on that john good evening good evening lester president obama continues to 
make a clean break with the ways of his predecessor today he said he's going to administer the financial 
services bailout plan in a much different way as the troubled housing market continues to drag down the 
economy president obama promised today help is on the way we'll help lower mortgage costs and extend 
loans to small businesses so they can create jobs we'll ensure that ceos are not draining funds that should 
be advancing our recovery the president was talking about changes to the 700 billion dollar financial services 
rescue shifting from the bush administration's emphasis on propping up banks to helping homeowners facing 
foreclosure details could be announced as early as next week as the battle over his 825 billion stimulus plan 
shifts to the senate mr obama had a warning for republicans americans know that our economic recovery will 
take years not months but they will have little patience if we allow politics to get in the way of action and our 
economy continues to slide it past the house without a single republican vote but administration officials 
expect gop support in the senate still the senate republican leader said the plan has too much spending the 
bill they presented and which house democrats approved this week along a party line vote looks more like a 
trillion dollar christmas list meanwhile the week treasury secretary tim geithner finally won confirmation 
another tax problem for another obama cabinet choice this time former senator tom daschle the health and 
human services secretary honor a draft center report says daschle a former member of the tax writing 
finance committee failed to pay more than 128 000 in income taxes between 2005 and 2007 most of it for the 
personal use 
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and 2007 most of it for the personal use of a car and driver provided by his long time friend contributor and 
business partner leo hindery this is a very serious test of goodwill for not just president obama but also for 
tom daschle daschle calls it a stupid mistake the white house and former senate democratic colleagues have 
voiced strong support for him and filling the last remaining cabinet vacancy administration officials say the 
president is leaning toward new hampshire senator judd greg a republican to be commerce secretary an 
announcement could come as soon as monday night tonight president obama goes to the exclusive alfalfa 
club dinner here in washington an annual social event for top politicians and business leaders another of the 
attendees tonight sarah palin no word on whether their paths will cross and then tomorrow night here at the 


white house the president hosts a bipartisan super bowl party by the way lester the president likes the 
steelers all right good to know john yang thanks very much started this day on a much different note as 
president obama signed his first bill into law the new law makes it easier for workers to sue for pay 
discrimination and the woman who inspired it a grandmother who took her case to the supreme court and 
lost finally saw her goal realized today savannah guthrie also at the white house tonight with us tonight 
savannah good evening good evening brian with the stroke of a pen another big break from the bush era 
democrats in congress have been trying to get this equal pay law through for nearly two years today it 
became a reality the first bill signing had something of a party atmosphere the president handing out pens 
and hugs to lilly ledbetter the woman whose decade-long legal battle culminated today i signed this bill for 
my daughters and all those who will come after us because i want them to grow up in a nation that values 
their contributions where there are no limits to their 
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where there are no limits to their dreams lily ledbetter's journey to the white house began more than a 
decade ago in alabama she worked 19 years as a supervisor at a good year tire plan but at the end of her 
career says she discovered she was paid far less than men doing the same job i just could not believe that 
they would separate the female pay so far down the line away from my male peers ledbetter sued but the u.s 
supreme court threw out her case saying she filed her lawsuit too late that led congress to act passing a law 
that says the 180-day time period employees have to file a claim starts ticking every time they get a 
paycheck not when the employer first sets their pay giving them plenty of time to sue but critics say the law 
will open the floodgates to lawsuits absolutely fewer jobs for women because we're going to see employers 
having to pay out in lawsuits and other areas where they're not going to be able to expand as much as freely 
as they otherwise would be ledbetter's story brought out michelle obama for her first public remarks as first 
lady she knew unfairness when she saw it and was willing to do something about it but ledbetter herself will 
never see a dime of the 200 thousand dollars in lost salary she claims you lost your case but what did you 
win something that money could never buy and two really good friends in the white house 
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